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1
PORTABLE APPARATUS FOR

SITTING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

  1.  Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an
apparatus for supporting a human in a
sitting position, and more particularly to an
apparatus that is portable and stable.

  2.  Background of Related Art

As known in the prior art, a person
walking around their environment and
from place to place can become tired and
want to rest.  One way to rest is to lie on
the ground.  However, in many areas the
ground is dirty and people usually want to
rest without becoming dirty.  In some
areas, rocks, logs and stumps are abundant
and people have found that placing their
buttock on these rocks, logs and stumps
allows them to rest without lying on the
ground and becoming dirty.  People using
this resting technique often say that they
“sit” on the rocks, logs or stumps, or are
“sitting,” and the position when their
buttock is on the rock, log or stump is
known as a sitting position.  In some areas
there are very few rocks, logs and stumps
and so humans find it difficult to sit.  This
can be a particular problem in areas with
homes, where the rocks, logs and stumps
are used to construct the home, and are no
longer available for sitting.

Even in areas where rocks, logs
and stumps are plentiful, they may not be
concentrated in the locations where people
want to sit, such as when they gather
together as a group around a fire and tell
stories.

Wha t is  ne ed e d is  a n  a pp a ra tu s t ha t
p eo pl e c an  u s e fo r s it ti n g in  a l l ar e as , su c h
a s ar ea s  wit h  f ew r o ck s, lo gs  a n d st u mp s.
Wha t is  al so  ne ed ed  is  a n  a pp ar a tu s t ha t is 
p or ta bl e  s o p eo pl e c an  e a si ly  c a rr y o r
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2
move the apparatus from place to place,
allowing them to sit with others in groups.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, the invention
provides an apparatus that includes a
substantially planar surface or seat with a
first and a second surface, and at least
three elongate members or legs.  The
members or legs each have a first end and
a second end. The first ends are connected
to the first surface of the planar surface
and are oriented with respect to the planar
surface such that the legs are substantially
perpendicular to the planar surface and are
substantially parallel to each other.  The
l en gt h o f th e  l eg s i s ap p ro xi ma t el y e qu al  t o 
the distance between the knee and the
a nk le  o f  a n a du lt  l e g.  The  p la n ar  s u rf ac e i s
a pp ro xi mat el y  e qu al  in  a r ea  t o t he  a r ea  o f
t he  b ac k  s ur f ac e of  an  a d ul t bu t to ck .

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes three elongate members or legs.

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes four elongate members or legs.

In one embodiment, the apparatus
includes a support member or back that is
attached to the second surface of the planar
surface or seat.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing features and other
aspects of the invention are explained in
the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying
figures wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates one embodiment
of the invention with three elongate
members, or legs attached to a planar
surface or seat;

FIG. 2 illustrates one embodiment
of the invention with four elongate
members or legs attached to a planar
surface or seat; and
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FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment

of the invention with a support member or
back attached to a planar surface or seat.

It is understood that the drawings
are for illustration only and are not
limiting.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

Referring first to FIG. 1, one
embodiment of apparatus 100 of the
invention includes a planar surface or
“seat” 102.  Planar surface or seat 102 is
preferably formed of wood, and in some
embodiments planar surface or seat 102 is
round, rectangular or square.

Elongate members or “legs” 104
of apparatus 100 have two ends, with one
end connected to planar surface 102.  In
the embodiment that is illustrated in FIG.
1, apparatus 100 has three elongate
members 104.  In the embodiment that is
illustrated in FIG. 2, apparatus 100 has
four elongate members 104.

Although not illustrated in the
figures, in one embodiment, elongate
members 104 are first formed as separate
pieces and then they are joined to planar
surface 102.  In another embodiment,
elongate members 104 and planar surface
102 are all formed together.  In one
embodiment, when elongate members 104
and planar surface 102 are formed as
separate pieces and then joined, the
connection between elongate members 104
and planar surface 102 is generally rigid
and semi-permanent, such as with glue.  In
another embodiment elongate members
104 are generally rigid and easily
connected and removed from planar
surface 102, such as by threading.

The physical relationship between
elongate members 104 and planar surface
102 is such that elongate members 104 are
generally parallel to each other and also
perpendicular to planar surface 102.  This
configuration is illustrated in FIGs. 1 and
2.  It is possible that elongate members
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104 are not generally parallel to each
other.  However, when elongate members
are strongly divergent (i.e., form a wide
angle) the configuration has less strength
and may result in breakage of elongate
members 104.

As illustrated in FIGs. 1 and 2,
apparatus 100 includes at least three
elongate members.  When fewer than three
elongate members were tried, it was found
that apparatus 100 was not particularly
stable and resting was therefore difficult.
With three elongate members, as
illustrated in FIG. 1, apparatus 100 is very
stable and it has been found that as long as
the length of the elongate members is
generally the same, slight differences in
length do not matter.  With four elongate
members, as illustrated in FIG. 2,
apparatus 100 is even more stable,
although it has been found that a
substantially uniform length of elongate
members 104 is important.  Therefore,
there are relative advantages and
disadvantages for each of the three “leg”
and four “leg” embodiments illustrated in
FIGs. 1 and 2 respectively.

Ref er ri n g no w t o FI G. 3, an ot he r 
e mb od ime nt  o f  a pp ar a tu s 1 00  i nc l ud es  a
s up po rt  me mb e r 10 6.  In t hi s emb od ime nt ,
s up po rt  me mb e r 10 6 i s co n ne ct ed  to  t h e
s id e of  pl an a r su rf a ce  1 0 2 th at  is  o p po si te 
t he  s id e  o f p la na r s ur fa c e 10 2 whe re 
e lo ng at e  memb er s 10 4  a re  co nn ec t ed .  It 
h as  b ee n  f ou n d th at  by  c o nf ig ur i ng  s u pp or t
membe r 1 06  s o  t ha t i t ex t en ds  i n  a 
g en er al l y op p os it e d ir ec t io n fr o m th e 
e lo ng at e  memb er s, a  pe rs o n ca n p la ce  or 
l ea n th e ir  b a ck  a ga i ns t t he  s up p or t membe r
whi le  r e st in g .  Thi s  h as  be en  s h own t o
s ig ni fi c an tl y  e nh an c e th e  r es ti n g an d 
s it ti ng  ex pe r ie nc e.  For  th is  r e as on , s up po r t
membe r 1 06  i s  a ls o t er me d  a  “ ba c k” .

For  e as e  o f d es cr ip t io n h er ei n, th e
e mb od ime nt  wi th  o nl y  l eg s  ( FI Gs . 1  a n d 2) 
i s ca ll e d a s to ol , a nd  t h e embo d imen t  wit h
l eg s an d  a  b a ck  ( FI G. 3)  is  c al l ed  a  ch ai r.

I n no rma l si t ti ng  u s e, a p pa ra tu s 
1 00  i s o ri en t ed  a s i ll us t ra te d i n FI Gs. 1  a n d
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2, with the elongate members below planar
surface 102.  In this configuration, the
ends of elongate members 104 that are
furthest from planar surface 102 contact
the ground.  This elevates planar surface
102 above the ground, and also positions
planar surface 102 in a generally
horizontal or parallel orientation to the
ground.

In order for apparatus 100 to be
most effective when used for sitting, there
are certain preferred sizes or dimensions
for planar surface 102 and elongate
members 104.  In one embodiment, the
area of planar surface or seat 102 is
generally about the same area as the area
of an adult buttock.  In one embodiment,
the length of elongate members 104 is
generally about the same as the distance
from the knee to the ankle of the leg of an
adult.  This is one of the reasons for using
the term “leg” to apply to elongate
members 104.  Of course, if apparatus 100
is constructed for use by children, the
length of leg 104 may be somewhat
shorter.  The same considerations apply for
the area of planar surface 102.

Although illustrative embodiments
have been described herein in detail, it
should be noted and will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that numerous
variations may be made within the scope
of this invention without departing from
the principle of this invention and without
sacrificing its chief advantages.

Unless otherwise specifically
stated, the terms and expressions have
been used herein as terms of description
and not terms of limitation.  There is no
intention to use the terms or expressions to
exclude any equivalents of features shown
and described or portions thereof and this
invention should be defined in accordance
with the claims that follow.

We claim:

1. An apparatus comprising:

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

6
a substantially planar surface with a first
and a second surface; and

at least three elongate members,
the members each having a first end and a
second end, the first ends connected to the
first surface of the planar surface and
oriented with respect to the planar surface
such that the elongate members are
substantially perpendicular to the planar
surface and the elongate members are
substantially parallel to each other.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a support member
connected to the second surface of the
planar surface and oriented in a direction
generally parallel to the elongate members.

3. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising exactly three elongate
members.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising exactly four elongate
members.

5. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the planar surface and elongate
members are wood.

6. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the length of each of the elongate
members is approximately equal to the
distance between the knee and the ankle of
an adult human leg.

7. An apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the area of the planar surface is
approximately equal to the area of the back
surface of an adult human buttock.

*  *  *  *  *


